LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
During 1991, our journal has continued to progress significantly in several directions. We have a publication which is now commanding attention nationally and internationally and is, therefore, attracting contributed manuscripts of high quality and in increased numbers. Although published as a quarterly, we have continued to print some issues in two parts in the last several years, thereby increasing the total yearly number of pages. The publication of &dquo;Meeting Reports,&dquo; &dquo;Regional Meeting Abstracts,&dquo; &dquo;Book Reviews,&dquo; and &dquo;Review Papers&dquo; on timely topics with discussant's comments included has been met with enthusiasm but needs continual input and support from the Society membership and journal readership for their successes. I strongly urge all of you to participate in these areas, either as initiators of such or as volunteer writers/authors for the reports and reviews. These types of communications keep us up to date on ongoing meetings, new books, etc. of which we may be otherwise unaware because of our own routine commitments.
As mentioned above, the membership in the Society and also the subscriberships from Sister Societies has steadily increased, particularly this past year, thereby increasing our overall journal readership considerably. It is hoped that the Sister Society subscribers become &dquo;active members&dquo; in our Society.
In an effort to become a more internationally recognized journal, four new Associate Editors from the US, the UK, Europe, and Japan were named in January 1991. This has strengthened our journal not only by the proffering of high quality manuscripts from other countries but also by having these individuals from various backgrounds to advise and aid in the discussion and setting of new journal policies.
Another area, which is new to the journal, is the acceptance of advertisements from the scientific business community, with recruitment/placement advertisements being accepted by the Society's Newsletter. All j ournal ads will be placed at the back of the issues and no changes in covers (outside or inside) will occur. It would be helpful to hear any type of feedback from our readership on this decision.
The field of toxicologic pathology is becoming one which is very broad in its scope due to the very rapid development of new methodologies, among other things. In order to be on the &dquo;cutting edge,&dquo; the toxicologic pathologist must be knowledgeable in many areas, including technology, education, research, etc. in addition to his/her own daily routine. Therefore, although the scope of publications published in the j ournal remains the same, manuscripts from more diverse areas will be considered so as to keep our readership well informed.
As a result of all of the above briefly mentioned topics, we are now at a significant turning point, a point where the decisions we make today will have great impact not only on the toxicologic pathologist of today but also on the toxicologic pathologist of the future. Our journal is one to which those in this field should turn in order to keep abreast of recent scientific developments. It should be of high quality, well read and cited both nationally and internationally, and provide important information not only to toxicologic pathologists specifically but to the scientific community in general. It is my belief that the journal is becoming such a vehicle. To accomplish these goals and to continue to excel in future tasks, I ask for the help and support of the membership and readership. Benjamin F. Trump, M.D.
Editor
